
This meeting will accommodate virtual and in-person attendance. Those desiring to participate virtually are encouraged 
to join the meeting via Zoom using the information provided. The meeting will be broadcast via Zoom, City View 
Channel 192, on the City’s website, and on the City’s YouTube Channel.  

 

Agenda 
Hearing Examiner Meeting 
Monday, November 14, 2022 
Richland City Hall ~ Council Chamber 
625 Swift Boulevard 
Zoom ~ Public Telephone Access: (206) 337-9723 or (253) 215-8782 
Meeting ID No. 872 2126 7401 

 
 
Hearing Examiner: Gary McLean 
                         
Staff Liaison:  Planning Manager Stevens 
 
 

Public Hearing - 6:00 p.m.  

Public Hearing Explanation:  

New Business - Public Hearing:  

  1.  SMP2022-101 & SSDP2022-103 City of Richland Sewer Outfall 

Adjournment  
 
 

The next Hearing Examiner Meeting will be scheduled as needed. 
 

This meeting is broadcast live on CityView Channel 192 and online at ci.richland.wa.us 
 

Richland City Hall is ADA accessible. Any individual who has difficulty attending the meeting in-person may request to 
provide comments remotely. (Ch. 42.30 RCW) Requests for sign interpreters, audio equipment, and/or other  
special services must be received 48 hours prior to the meeting by calling the City Clerk’s Office at 509-942-7389.

https://cityofrichlandwa.zoom.us/j/87221267401


 

  

HEARING EXAMINER AGENDA ITEM COVERSHEET 

Meeting Date: 11/14/2022                                  Agenda Category: New Business - Public Hearing 

 

Prepared By: Kyle Hendricks, Planner 

Subject: 
SMP2022-101 & SSDP2022-103 City of Richland Sewer Outfall 

Department: 
Development Services 

Recommended Motion: 
Approve subject to conditions. 

Summary: 
Shoreline Management Substantial Development & Special Use Permit to install a fiberglass enclosure approximately 
45 square feet in size that will house equipment used to collect water samples for analysis within shoreline 
management jurisdiction of the Columbia River. This structure will be added to the existing concrete pad near the 
Columbia River just west of the existing pathway.   

Attachments:  
1. SMP2022-101 SSDP2022-103 - Full Staff Report 



CITY OF RICHLAND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION 
STAFF REPORT TO THE HEARING EXAMINER 

  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
 
PROPOSAL NAME: City of Richland Sewer Outfall  
 
LOCATION:  The site is located east of 50 Comstock St, along the River 

Front Trail, approximately 100 feet from the Columbia River. 
  
APPLICANT: City of Richland Public Works Dept. 
 
FILE NO.: SMP2022-101, SSDP2022-103 & EA2022-126 
 
DESCRIPTION: Shoreline Management Substantial Development & Special 

Use Permit to install a fiberglass enclosure approximately 
45 square feet in size that will house equipment used to 
collect water samples for analysis within shoreline 
management jurisdiction of the Columbia River. This 
structure will be added to the existing concrete pad near the 
river.     

 
PROJECT TYPE: Type 2 Shoreline Special Use Permit 

 
HEARING DATE: November 14, 2022 
 
REPORT BY: Kyle Hendricks, Planner 
 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:    Approval 
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Figure 1 - Vicinity Map 

 
     Project Site: 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 
 
The City of Richland Public Works Department is proposing to install a 45 square 
foot fiberglass enclosure over the existing sewer outfall structure and will house 
new equipment used to collect water samples for analysis within Shoreline 
management jurisdiction of the Columbia River.  
 
Equipment that will be installed in the new structure include a Teledyne 
Technologies Signature Flowmeter and a Teledyne 5800 Refrigerated Sampler 
that will collect water samples. A Teledyne Laserflow velocity sensor will be 
installed at a nearby location, outside of the shoreline jurisdiction boundary, and 
will be connected via electrical conduit within the sewer easement to the sewer 
outfall structure herein this application. 
 
Construction will include a new five (5) by nine (9) foot by four (4) inch concrete 
pad that will be poured adjacent to the existing pad to the southwest and the 
structure will be placed on this pad. A new six (6) foot tall, barbed wire fence, 
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with a 12-foot gate (for maintenance access) will be installed with privacy slats 
around the perimeter of the site. 
 
SITE DESCRIPTION & ADJACENT LAND USES 
 
The project site is located along the River Front Trail of the Columbia River and 
is mostly flat land. All adjacent land uses are zoned Waterfront. Approximately 
330 feet to the west of the site is the Riverfront Hotel at 50 Comstock Street in 
Richland, Washington. The Columbia River is located approximately 100 feet to 
the east of the site. There are trees adjacent to the site, which extend to the west 
covering an abandoned roadway. To the south there is mostly undeveloped land, 
with The Columbia Point Golf Course and various residences beyond Bradley 
Boulevard. 
 
ZONING 
 
The project site is zoned Waterfront (WF).  The proposed enclosure and sewer 
outfall equipment installation is consistent with the intent of the Waterfront zoning 
district. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The project site is designated Waterfront (WTF) by the City of Richland’s 
Comprehensive Plan. The proposed installation is consistent with the intent of 
the Waterfront (WTF) comprehensive plan land use designation. 
 
CRITICAL AREAS 
 
The site is within a 10-year aquifer recharge area, the City of Richland Planning 
Division has determined that the project is consistent with the City’s Critical 
Areas regulations as the proposed project due to the size, will have virtually no 
impact on the surrounding area. 
 
SEPA 
 
The City of Richland is the lead agency for the proposal under the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  The City utilized the Optional DNS Process as 
allowed per WAC 197-11-355.  The City reviewed the proposed project for 
probably adverse environmental impacts and issued a SEPA Determination of 
Non-Significance for the project on November 7, 2022 which is included herein 
as Exhibit 4. 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION TIMELINE: 
 
Application Date      July 21, 2022 
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Combined Notice of Application & Hearing Mailed October 14, 2022 
Combined Notice of 240Application & Hearing Posted October 14, 2022 
Combined Notice of Application & Hearing Published October 14, 2022 
Public Hearing      November 14, 2022 
 
A combined notice of application, Optional DNS (SEPA) and notice of hearing 
were provided through posting of the property and publication in the Tri-City 
Herald newspaper. Private properties located within 300’ of the project site were 
also sent the combined notice of application, Optional DNS and notice of hearing.  
A copy of the notice is included in Exhibit 3 – Public Notices.  Written comment(s) 
received by the City are included herein as Exhibit 5. 
 
SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM 
 
In accordance with the City’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP), the following 
describes how the proposed project complies with or is consistent with the 
applicable shoreline management policies. 
 
26.10.060 Waterfront Environment 
 
The City of Richland’s Shoreline Master Program map does include this area as 
being within Waterfront shoreline jurisdiction. The purpose of the Waterfront 
district within shoreline jurisdiction is to allow for the establishment of waterfront 
compatible uses like marinas, boat docks, lodging, offices, apartment, 
multifamily, and similar commercial and high-density residential development. 
This district encourages a mix of uses to accommodate a variety of lifestyles 
while enhancing or maintaining ecological functions of the shoreline. 
 
The Waterfront use has four management policies described in RMC 23.10.063 
as follows: 
 
A. Water-oriented uses shall be given highest priority for waterfront sites. 

 
The use of this project is related to public utilities, which is an approved 
use according to the shoreline master program. 
 

B. Mixed use, resort motel and hotel facilities, special commercial and similar 
uses are encouraged to maximize public access and provide for aesthetic 
enjoyment of the shoreline for a substantial number of people as a general 
characteristic of the use, and, through location, design, and operation, ensure 
the public’s ability to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the 
shoreline. 

 



SMP2022-101, SSDP2022-103 Staff Report 
November 4, 2022 

Page 5 
 

The use of this project is not related to lodging and other commercial 
facilities; however, this project will not hinder the publics access to the 
River as it will be on the inland side of the River Front Trail. 
 

C. Physical public access should be provided by the shoreline trail system. 
 
This project will not hinder the public access to the Columbia River, it is 
located approximately 100 feet away. 
 

D. Visual access should be provided by the shoreline trail system and by open 
space that provides congregating areas for people to enjoy the aesthetic 
qualities of the shoreline, including seating areas and compatible commercial 
uses.  

 
The project is located on the inland side of the existing trail, therefore it will 
not obscure the visual access of the Columbia River. Proposed privacy 
slats will also screen the equipment from public view and will not cause a 
detriment to the surrounding aesthetics of the shoreline.  
 

 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation has been determined by the 
Planning staff to be consistent with the criteria set forth in the management 
policies of the Waterfront shoreline management area. Public access to the 
Columbia River will not be hindered by the completion of this project.  
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Figure 2 – Shoreline Environment Map 

    
RMC 26.20.010  Shorelines of Statewide Significance 
 
As a Shoreline of Statewide Significance, the Columbia River provides benefits to 
the entire state.  As a result, projects proposed on its shoreline must address 
decision criteria listed in RMC 26.20.010(B) of the City’s SMP.   
 
1. Recognize and protect state-wide over local interests 
 
The Columbia River provides multiple benefits for both the local community and 
the entire State.  The shoreline at this location is used by the local community for 
recreation (e.g., park usage, fishing, walking trails, etc.), aesthetic and personal 
enjoyment, a transportation corridor, and more.  The river itself is a major source 
of drinking water for both the City and the City of West Richland.  In addition to 
the local community, the Columbia River provides multiple benefits for other 
statewide and federal interests, including fish, wildlife, and ESA species habitats, 
recreation, aesthetic and person enjoyment, transportation corridor, hydroelectric 
power, drinking water, fisheries resources, and more. 
 



SMP2022-101, SSDP2022-103 Staff Report 
November 4, 2022 

Page 7 
 
The proposed project will occur landward of the ordinary high water mark 
(OHWM) and will not impact designated critical areas. Design of the project has 
considered several options with the proposed option determined to be the most 
beneficial for the site.  Detrimental impacts to the Columbia River will be avoided 
as the new enclosure and equipment will add a minimal amount of infrastructure 
and will serve to analyze the wastewater that is being deposited into the 
Columbia River. 
 
2.  Preserve the natural character of the shoreline 
 
The project site has been minimally disturbed by the existing River Front Trail 
and nearby hotel for many years. The proposed enclosure and equipment 
installation will not further degrade or impact the natural character of the 
shoreline as the work will occur in an expeditious manner and the completed 
project would occupy minimal space in the area as the new concrete will be 
poured adjacent to the existing pad, and the enclosure will be built on the 
concrete pad. 
 
3.  Result in long-term over short-term benefit 
 
The project is necessary in order to monitor and analyze the wastewater that is 
deposited into the Columbia River. This will aid in the preservation of water 
resources throughout the State of Washington. 
 
4.  Protect the resources and ecology of the shoreline 
 
The proposed design protects the resources and ecology of the shoreline to the 
maximum extent practicable as the work will add minimal additional infrastructure 
to the existing concrete pad.  
 
5.  Increase public access to public owned areas of the shoreline 
 
While the project itself will not increase public access to the shoreline, it will also 
not hinder or reduce public access to the shoreline as the facility improvements 
will be located a reasonable distance from the trail and shoreline. 
 
6.  Increase recreational opportunities 
 
The proposed project will have no perceivable effect on public recreational 
opportunities. 
 
RMC 26.20.020 Ecological Functions, No Net Loss 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation will occur within 100 feet of 
the OHWM of the Columbia River.  Design of the improvements has been 
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completed, and construction activities planned, to avoid and minimize impacts to 
the river.  As a result, temporary and permanent impacts to the ecological 
functions of the Columbia River shoreline are not anticipated.  No net loss of 
ecological shoreline function will result from this project. 
 
RMC 26.20.070 Archaeology 
 
As part of the SEPA review, the city notified by the Washington State Department 
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation as well as the Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR). The DAHP has indicated that a permit 
is required to work in this location as it is a prehistoric archaeological site 
(45BN24). This has been included as a condition of approval below. 
 
RMC 26.20.080 Water Quality, Stormwater, and Nonpoint Pollution 
 
The project does not involve any long-term impairment of water quality, or 
nonpoint pollution. The project will add approximately 45 square feet of 
impervious surface, unlikely to affect stormwater. 
 
RMC 26.30.110 Utilities 
 
This section of the SMP governs new or substantially expanded utility facilities.  
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation complies with the regulations 
and intent of RMC 26.30.110(G) as the proposed enclosure and equipment is 
needed within shoreline jurisdiction to provide the needed analysis of wastewater 
and no other feasible location outside of the jurisdiction of the SMP will provide 
the necessary infrastructure that is already in place at this location, since this 
facility will be in an existing easement.  Furthermore, the project is not a regional 
facility, has been designed in a manner that will not impact or result in a net loss 
of shoreline ecological functions, and will occur outside of natural areas and 
other areas that would change the existing character of the shoreline. 
 
RMC 26.50.040 Approval Criteria 
In order to approve any development within shoreline master program 
jurisdiction, the city must find that a proposal is consistent with the following 
criteria: 
 
1. Conformance with the Shoreline Management Act of 1971, as amended; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation is allowed within the 
shoreline jurisdiction as a special use permit via the City of Richland’s Shoreline 
Master Program which was updated in 2014 to be consistent with the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971. 
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2. General conformance with the goals for the shoreline master program, the 
 general development policies for the plan elements, and the applicable 
 policy statements for the use activity and the shoreline environment; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation appears to be consistent with 
the Utilities section (RMC 26.30.110.G) and all of the other various policies and 
regulations contained within the City’s Shoreline Master Program. 
 
3. Compliance with the use regulations of the shoreline master program 
 appropriate to the shoreline designation and the type of use or 
 development proposed, particularly the preference for water-oriented 
 uses, subject to liberal construction to give full effect to the objectives and 
 purposes for which they have been enacted.  If a non-water-oriented use 
 is approved, the decision maker shall enter specific findings documenting 
 why water-oriented uses are not feasible; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation is necessary to analyze the 
wastewater that is entering the Columbia River and ensure the water ways 
health. Given the location of the existing facility, the proposed location was 
selected as it makes the most sense from an engineering standpoint and will not 
result in any detrimental impacts to the shoreline. 
 
4. Compliance with bulk and dimensional regulations of the shoreline master 
 program appropriate to the shoreline designation and the type of use or 
 development proposed, except those bulk and dimensional standards that 
 have been modified by approval of a shoreline variance; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation does not require any 
variances in order to receive permit authorization.  The enclosure design adheres 
to all of the various shoreline master program standards, including those related 
to dimensional standards and environmental policies. 
 
5. Consideration of the recommendations and comments of the Richland 
 parks and recreation commission, as the proposed development will affect 
 and be affected by the goals and objectives of city plans for parks, trails, 
 and open space; 
 
The City’s Parks and Recreation Department is in support of the project as 
proposed.  
 
6. General conformance with the provisions of the Richland comprehensive 
 plan; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation is consistent with the goals, 
policies and intent of the City’s comprehensive plan. 
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7. Consideration of provisions for facilities and improved designs to 
 accommodate and encourage use by the physically disabled; 
 
As the proposed enclosure and equipment is a utility facility, which is not 
accessed by private citizens, the proposal is consistent with this criteria. 
 
8. Compliance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), Chapter 
 43.21C RCW; and 
 
The City of Richland utilized the Optional DNS Review Method for this project 
and issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the project on 
November 7, 2022. 
 
9. Compliance with the applicable provisions of the Richland Municipal Code. 
 
The proposed lift station installation is consistent with all other applicable 
provisions of the City’s Municipal Code. 
 
RMC 26.50.050 Special Use Permit 
A special use permit is the same as a conditional use in WAC 173-27-160.  Uses 
which are classified in this shoreline master program as special uses may be 
authorized; provided, that the applicant demonstrates all of the following: 
 
1. That the proposed use is consistent with the policies, regulations and 
 standards of RCW 90.58.020 and this shoreline program; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation is allowed within the 
shoreline jurisdiction as a special use permit via the City of Richland’s Shoreline 
Master Program which was updated in 2014 to be consistent with the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971. 
 
2. That the proposed use will not interfere with the normal public use of 
 public shorelines; 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment will be installed approximately 50 feet 
from the existing River Front Trail, and 100 feet from the Columbia River and 
once installed will not interfere with the normal public use of the shoreline. 
 
3. That the proposed use of the site and design of the project is compatible 
 with other authorized uses within the area and with uses planned for the 
 area under Richland’s comprehensive plan and shoreline master program; 
 
The project site is designated as Waterfront by the City’s Zoning Map.  The site is 
adjacent to developed open space and a hotel. Installation of a sewer outfall 
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station to provide required sewer service is a necessary use throughout all of 
Richland. 
 
4. That the proposed use will cause no significant adverse effects to the 
 shoreline environment in which it is to be located; and 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment installation will occur within an area that 
has been previously disturbed to a minimal degree.  The proposed enclosure and 
equipment installation will not be detrimental to the shoreline environment. 
 
5. That the public interest suffers no substantial detrimental effect. 
 
The proposed enclosure and equipment will add additional features to the 
existing sewer outfall station which will measure the flow and quality of 
wastewater entering the Columbia River. If anything, the public interest is 
benefitted by the installation of this enclosure and equipment as it will aide in the 
understanding of water quality and community health. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The project complies with the City’s shoreline development requirements and 
protects the ecological functions and resources utilizing the shoreline.  Impacts to 
the shoreline are temporary and minor given proposed design and construction 
minimization measures.  No permanent impacts to the shoreline will result from 
the project. 

 
SUGGESTED FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Shoreline Special Use Permit (SMP2022-101) 
City of Richland Sewer Outfall based on the following: 

 
1. The City of Richland Public Works Department applied for the proposed 

Shoreline Management Special Use Permit on July 21, 2022; 
   
2. Public notice of the application and the public hearing was provided as 

required under Richland City code and other public agencies were given 
an opportunity to review the application including the Washington State 
Departments of Ecology and Fish and Wildlife, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation and 
the City of Richland Parks and Recreation Department;  
 

3. The site is located within the Waterfront environment as identified in the 
Richland Shoreline Master Program; 
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4. The project site is located within an area zoned Waterfront by the City’s 

official zoning map; 
 

5. The project site is located within an area designated Waterfront by the 
City’s comprehensive plan. 
 

6. The Optional DNS Process was utilized for SEPA review.  The City issued 
a Determination of Non-significance on November 7, 2022;   
 

7. The proposed conditions of approval are necessary and desirable to 
ensure that the project meets all applicable City regulations; 
 

8. As conditioned, the project is consistent with the provisions of Richland's 
Shoreline Master Program;  

 
9. Based on the above findings and conclusions, approval of the Shoreline 

Special Use Permit request would be in the best interest of the City of 
Richland. 

 
 
PROPOSED CONDITION(S) OF APPROVAL 
 
Staff is recommending the following condition(s) of approval be attached to the 
substantial development permit to ensure that the project conforms to all 
applicable City codes and standards: 
 
1. A copy of all required local, state and federal permits shall be obtained  prior 

to initiating construction of the proposed improvements and provided to 
Richland Development Services Department (Planning Division) within 14 
days of issuance. 
 

2. The applicant shall obtain a permit from the Department of Archaeology and 
historic preservation, to work in the prehistoric archaeological site (45BN24). 

 
3. The applicant shall obtain a permit from the Department of Ecology, for 

Stormwater Runoff if necessary. 
 
 
EXHIBIT LIST 
 
1. Application Materials 
2. Site Map 
3. Public Notice 
4. SEPA Checklist and DNS  
5. Agency Comment Letters 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1 

 

Application Materials 
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City of Richland
Development Services

625 Swift Blvd. MS-35
Richland, WA 99352

509 942-7794

509 942-7764

Shoreline Master Program 
Special Use Application 

Note: A Pre-Application meeting is required prior to submittal of an application.

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION Contact Person

Owner:

Address: 

Phone: Email: 

APPLICANT/CONTRACTOR INFORMATION (if different) Contact Person

Company: UBI#: 

Contact: 

Address: 

Phone: Email:

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Legal Description: 

Parcel #: Current Zoning: 

Current Land Use Designation: Shoreline Designation: 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of a special use permit is to provide a system within the master program which allows flexibility in the application 
of use regulations in a manner consistent with the policies of RCW 90.58.020.  In authorizing a special use, special conditions 
may be attached to the permit by local government or the department to prevent undesirable effects of the proposed use 
and/or to assure consistency of the project with the act and the Richland Shoreline Master Program. 
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APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE 

1. Completed application and filing fee
2. Title insurance company certificate, issued no more than 30 days prior to application, showing ownership of the

property and all lien holders
3. A site plan, drawn to scale, showing all details of the proposal – include property lines, easements, building location(s)

and dimensions, parking areas, access driveways, landscaping areas, critical area features, fences, signs, storm water
control features, existing wells and drain fields, fire hydrants, significant cut or fill areas, etc.  See WAC 173-27-180.

4. Preliminary layout of building interior (uses and sizes of rooms)
5. Any other information the Administrator deems necessary to determine compliance with applicable codes and WAC

173-27-180
6. SEPA Checklist

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING AS THOROUGHLY AS POSSIBLE 

Describe how the proposed use will cause no significant adverse effects to the shoreline environment in which it is to be 
located and how the public interest suffers no substantial detrimental effect: 

Describe how the proposed use of the site and design of the project is compatible with other authorized uses within the area 
and with uses planned for the area under the Comprehensive Plan and Shoreline Master Program: 

Describe how the proposed use is consistent with the policies of RCW 90.58.020 and the Richland Master Program:

Describe how the proposed use will not interfere with the normal public use of public shorelines: 
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City of Richland
Development Services

625 Swift Blvd. MS-35
Richland, WA 99352

509 942-7794

509 942-7764

Shoreline Master Program 
Substantial Development Application 

Note: A Pre-Application meeting is required prior to submittal of an application.

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION Contact Person

Owner:

Address: 

Phone: Email: 

APPLICANT/CONTRACTOR INFORMATION (if different) Contact Person

Company: UBI#: 

Contact: 

Address: 

Phone: Email:

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Legal Description: 

Parcel #: 
Current Zoning: Current Land Use Designation: Shoreline Designation: 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Size of structure(s), amount of grading/filling, impacts to wetlands and/or buffers, etc.) 
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Site Map 
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Public Notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
CITY OF RICHLAND 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION, PUBLIC HEARING AND 
OPTIONAL DNS (SMP2022-101, SSDP2022-103 & EA2022-126) 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Richland Public Works Department has applied for a Shoreline 
Management Substantial Development & Special Use Permit to install a fiberglass enclosure approximately 45 
square feet in size that will house equipment used to collect water samples for analysis within shoreline 
management jurisdiction of the Columbia River, along the riverfront trail near 50 Comstock Street, Richland, 
WA. The proposal has been determined to be consistent with the City of Richland’s Critical Areas regulations. 

Copies of the complete application packet, SEPA Checklist and related materials can be obtained by visiting the 
City of Richland website (www.ci.richland.wa.us). 

The Richland Hearings Examiner will conduct a public hearing and review of the application at 6:00 p.m., 
Monday, November 14, 2022 in the Richland City Hall Council Chambers, 625 Swift Boulevard. All interested 
parties are invited to participate and present testimony at the public hearing either in person or via Zoom by 
visiting the City of Richland website (www.ci.richland.wa.us ). 

Environmental Review:  The proposal is subject to environmental review.  The City of Richland is lead agency 
for the proposal under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and has reviewed the proposed project for 
probable adverse environmental impacts and expects to issue a determination of non-significance (DNS) for 
this project.  The optional DNS process in WAC 197-11-355 is being used.  This may be your only opportunity 
to comment on the environmental impacts of the proposed development.  The environmental checklist and 
related file information are available to the public and can be viewed at www.ci.richland.wa.us.  

Any person desiring to express their views or to be notified of any decisions pertaining to this application should 
notify Kyle Hendricks, Planner, 625 Swift Boulevard, MS #35, Richland, WA 99352. Comments may also be 
emailed to khendricks@ci.richland.wa.us. Written comments should be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 2, 2022 to be incorporated into the staff report. Comments received after that date will 
be entered into the record at the hearing.  

The application will be reviewed in accordance with the regulations in RMC Title 19 Development Regulations 
Administration and Title 26 Shoreline Master Program. Appeal procedures of decisions related to the above 
referenced application are set forth in RMC Chapter 19.70. Contact the Richland Planning Division at the above 
referenced address with questions related to the available appeal process.  

 

http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
mailto:khendricks@ci.richland.wa.us
mailto:khendricks@ci.richland.wa.us
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DNS and SEPA Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          File No. EA2022-126 
 

CITY OF RICHLAND 
Determination of Non-Significance 

 
Description of Proposal:   Installation of a fiberglass enclosure approximately 45 square 

feet in size that will house equipment used to collect water 
samples for analysis within shoreline management jurisdiction 
of the Columbia River. 

  
Proponent: City of Richland Public Works Dept. 
 625 Swift Blvd. 
 Richland, WA 99352 

 
Location of Proposal:  The project site is located near 50 Comstock Street, Richland, 

Washington upon Assessor’s Parcel Number 114981020564010. 
 

Lead Agency:    City of Richland 
 

The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does not have a probable significant 
adverse impact on the environment.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required under 
RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c). This decision was made after review of a completed environmental 
checklist and other information on file with the lead agency. This information is available to the 
public on request.   
 
(   ) There is no comment for the DNS. 
 
(   ) This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will not act on this 
proposal for fourteen days from the date of issuance. 
 
( X ) This DNS is issued after using the optional DNS process in WAC 197-11-355.  There is 
no further comment period on the DNS. 

 
Responsible Official:  Mike Stevens 
Position/Title:  Planning Manager  
Address:  625 Swift Blvd., MS #35, Richland, WA  99352 
Date:  November 7, 2022 
 
  
 
Signature______________________________ 

 

http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
  

Purpose of checklist: 
 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your 
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization 
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal. 
 

Instructions for applicants:  
 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please 
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge.  You may need to consult 
with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions.  You may use “not applicable” or 
"does not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown.  
You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate 
answers to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-
making process. 
 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of 
time or on different parcels of land.  Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal 
or its environmental effects.  The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your 
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant 
adverse impact. 

Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Please adjust the format of this template as needed.  Additional information may be necessary to 
evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse 
impacts.  The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to 
make an adequate threshold determination.  Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is 
responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 
 
Use of checklist for nonproject proposals:   
 
For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable 
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D). Please 
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or 
site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead 
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do not 
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 
 

A.  Background  [HELP] 
 
 

1.  Name of proposed project, if applicable: Wastewater Effluent Flow & Sampler Enclosure 

 
2.  Name of applicant: City of Richland 
 

3.  Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  
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Marc La Vanway 

509-942-7791 

625 Swift Blvd. MS#26 Richland, WA 99352 

 
4.  Date checklist prepared: 07/13/2022 
 
5.  Agency requesting checklist: City of Richland 
 
6.  Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): The project is expected to 
be completed in Autumn of 2022 

 
7.  Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain. No 

 

8.  List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 

prepared, directly related to this proposal. A stormwater permit application will be 

submitted. 

 
9.  Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain. No 

 
10.  List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known. A 
shoreline permit and no-fee variance building permit will be required by the City of 
Richland.  

 
11.  Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size 
of the project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to 
describe certain aspects of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this 
page.  (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project 
description.) The project involves installing a fiberglass enclosure for a automated water 
sampler at the City’s existing sewer outfall structure. A new concrete pad will be poured 
adjacent to the existing structure for the new enclosure. The existing fence shall be 
removed and replaced. An electrical conduit shall be installed between existing manhole 
and the existing sewer outfall structure. All this is shown on the site plan. 

 
12.  Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise 
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and 
range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or 
boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic 
map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you 
are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications 
related to this checklist. The location is at the City’s of Richland’s existing sewer outfall 
structure as shown on the site plan. The location is the NE corner of T. 9 N., R. 28 E., S. 
14. 
 
 
B.  Environmental Elements  [HELP] 
 
 
1. Earth  [help]
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a.  General description of the site:  
 
(circle one):  Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other _____________
  
b.  What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? >1% 
 
 
c.  What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat,  

muck)?  If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any 
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in 
removing any of these soils. Sand 

 
d.  Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?  If so,  

describe. No 

 
e.  Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of 

any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. No filling will take 
place. Excavation of existing will be replaced to match existing.

 
f.  Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, generally describe. No 

 
g.  About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project  

construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? Approximately 45 square feet of new 
concrete will replace the existing ground. 

 
h.  Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any: 

Temporary and permanent BMPs will be implemented to stabilize the site during any 
post construction. 

 
2. Air [help] 
 
a.  What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, 

operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and 
give approximate quantities if known. Vehicle and equipment use. 

 
b.  Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal?  If so,  
generally describe. No 

 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: Measures 

to reduce or control emissions will be the responsibility of the contractor.  
  
3.  Water [help] 
 
a.  Surface Water: [help] 
 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including 
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)?  If yes, describe 
type and provide names.  If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. Yes. The 
Columbia River is within the immediate vicinity of the site. 
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2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 
waters?  If yes, please describe and attach available plans. Yes. Work will take place 
approximately 115 feet from the ordinary high-water mark of the Columbia River. 

 

 
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed 

from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.  
Indicate the source of fill material. No fill or dredge material work will occur within and 
surface water or weltands. 

 

 
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  Give general  

description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known. No. 

 
 
5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location on the site plan. 

No 

 

 
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters?  If so,  

describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. No. 

 

 
b.  Ground Water: [help] 
 

1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, 
give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities 
withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known. No 

 

 
2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or  

other sources, if any (for example:  Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the 
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.).  Describe the general size of the system, the 
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the 
number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve. N/A 

 

 

  
c.  Water runoff (including stormwater): 
 

1)  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known).  Where will this water flow?   
Will this water flow into other waters?  If so, describe. Storm water collection and 
disposal will be the same as prior to construction and not be altered by this 
project. 
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2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, generally describe. No

3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If 
so, describe. No. 

 

 

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage 

pattern impacts, if any: Water runoff generated during construction will be controlled 

through the implementation of standard best management practices. 

 

 
4.  Plants  [help] 
 
a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site:

_x__deciduous tree:  alder, maple, aspen, other 
____evergreen tree:  fir, cedar, pine, other 
_x__shrubs 
_x__grass 
____pasture 
____crop or grain 
____ Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops. 
____ wet soil plants:  cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
____water plants:  water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 
____other types of vegetation 
 

 
b.  What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? Existing grass may be 

removed to install electrical conduit and pour new concrete. 
 

 
c.  List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. None known 

 

 
d.  Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 

 vegetation on the site, if any: Any disturbance will be restored to existing conditions. 

 

 

e.  List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site. None known 
 
 
 
5.  Animals  [help] 
 
a.  List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known 

to be on or near the site.                                                         
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Examples include:
 
 birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:         

mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:  
 fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other ________ 
        
 
b. List any threatened and  endangered species known to be on or near the site. None known 
 
 
c. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain. No 
 

 
d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: None 
 
  

e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. None known 

 

 
6.  Energy and Natural Resources  [help]
 
a.  What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet 

the completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating,  
manufacturing, etc. None 

 

 
b.  Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  

If so, generally describe.  None 

 

 
c.  What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 

 List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any: None 

 

 
7.  Environmental Health   [help] 
 
a.  Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 

of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?  
If so, describe. No 

 

1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses. 

None known. 

 

 

2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development 

and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines 

located within the project area and in the vicinity. None known. 
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3)  Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced 

during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating 

life of the project. None known. 

 
 

4) Describe special emergency services that might be required. None known 
 
 

5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: The 
contractor will be required to provide all personnel with personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and comply will all work-site safety requirements

 
b.  Noise   
 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: 
traffic, equipment, operation, other)? Traffic noise may affect the project.  

 

 
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a  
short-term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi- 
cate what hours noise would come from the site. The construction of the project will 
generate temporary noise through the use of heavy equipment. Noise will be 
generated from construction noise during work hours, typically Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
 

 
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: No measures are 

proposed to reduce noise impacts. 
 

 
8.  Land and Shoreline Use   [help]
 
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current 

land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe. Waterfront 
 
 
b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. 

How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to 
other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, 
how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or 
nonforest use? No 

  
 

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal 
business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, 
tilling, and harvesting? If so, how: No 
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c.  Describe any structures on the site. There is an existing underground sewer outfall 

structure.  

 

 
d.  Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what? No 

 

 
e.  What is the current zoning classification of the site? Waterfront 

 

 
f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? Waterfront 

 

 
g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? 

Waterfront 

 

 
h.  Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area  by the city or county?  If so, specify. 

No 
 

 
i.  Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? None 

 
 
j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? None 

 

 
k.  Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: N/A 
 
  
L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land  

uses and plans, if any: This project will be consistent with the City of Richland’s 
Shoreline Master Program

 
 
m. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of long-term 

commercial significance, if any: N/A 

 

 
9.  Housing   [help] 
 
a.  Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, mid- 

dle, or low-income housing. None 
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b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing. None 

 

 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: N/A 

 

 
10.  Aesthetics [help]
a.  What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 

the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? Approximlatey 7 ¾”. The building 
material shall be fiberglass.  

 

 
b.  What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? None 

 

 
b. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: Privacy slats 

 

 
11. Light and Glare [help]
 
a.  What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly 

occur? None 

 

 
b.  Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views? No 

 
 
c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? None 

 

 
d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: N/A 
 
 
 
12.  Recreation  [help]
a.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity? There 

is a walking pathway on the northern side of the project. 

 
b.  Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe. None 
 
 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 

opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: Project will not cause 
interruptions to recreation 
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13.  Historic and cultural preservation [help]
 
a.  Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years 

old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers ? If so, 
specifically describe. No 

 

 
b.  Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? 

This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, 
or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies 
conducted at the site to identify such resources. No 

 

 
c.  Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources 

on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of 
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc. 
GIS data  

 

 
d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance 

to resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required. N/A 
 

 

 
14.  Transportation [help] 
 
a.  Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and 

describe proposed access to the existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any. Bradley 
Blvd 

 

 
b.  Is the site or affected geographic  area currently served by public transit?  If so, generally 

describe.  If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop? No 

 

 
c.  How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal 

have?  How many would the project or proposal eliminate? No 

 

 
d.  Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, 

bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe 
(indicate whether public or private). No 

 
  
e.  Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 

transportation?  If so, generally describe. The project is approximately 115 feet from the 
ordinary high-water mark of the Columbia River. 
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State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 

www.dahp.wa.gov 

 

 
Kyle Hendricks                   October 28, 2022 
Planner 
City of Richland 
505 Swift Blvd. MS #35 
Richland, WA 99352 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2022-10-07144 
Property: City of Richland_Sewer Outfall Meter (SMP2022-101 & SSDP2022-103) 
Re:          Permit Required 
 
Dear Kyle Hendricks: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 
regarding the above referenced project. These comments are based on the information available at 
the time of this review and on behalf of the SHPO in conformance with Washington State law. If any 
federal or state capital funds are associated with this proposal, Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and Governor’s Executive Order 21-02 respectively apply. Should additional 
information become available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
The proposed project area is located within a prehistoric archaeological site (45BN24). Because all 
prehistoric sites are protected under Washington State law, a permit from our agency is required in 
order to work within this site’s boundary. Please contact James Macrae, Assistant State 
Archaeologist, for additional information on permitting (James.Macrae@dahp.wa.gov). 
 
Please note that the recommendations provided in this letter reflect only the opinions of DAHP. Any 
interested Tribes may have different recommendations. We appreciate receiving any 
correspondence or comments from Tribes or other parties concerning cultural resource issues that 
you receive. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please ensure that the DAHP Project 
Tracking Number is shared with any hired cultural resource consultants and is attached to any 
communications or submitted reports. Please also ensure that any reports, site forms, and/or historic 
property inventory (HPI) forms are uploaded to WISAARD by the consultant(s).   
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sydney Hanson 
Local Government Archaeologist 
(360) 280-7563 
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov 



 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Central Region Office 

1250 West Alder St., Union Gap, WA 98903-0009 • 509-575-2490 
 

 
 
 
 
 
October 31, 2022 
 
 
 
Kyle Hendricks 
City of Richland Development Services 
625 Swift Blvd. MS-35 
Richland, WA  99352 
 
Re:  22205218, SMP2022-101, SSDP2022-103, EA2022-126 
 
Dear Kyle Hendricks: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment during the Optional Determination of Non 
Significance process for the Wastewater Effluent Flow & Sample Enclosure. We have reviewed 
the documents and have the following comments. 
 
WATER QUALITY 
 
Project with Potential to Discharge Off-Site 
 
If your project anticipates disturbing ground with the potential for stormwater discharge off-site, 
the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit is recommended. This permit requires that 
the SEPA checklist fully disclose anticipated activities including building, road construction and 
utility placements. Obtaining a permit may take 38-60 days.  
 
The permit requires that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (Erosion Sediment Control 
Plan) shall be prepared and implemented for all permitted construction sites. These control 
measures must be able to prevent soil from being carried into surface water and storm drains by 
stormwater runoff. Permit coverage and erosion control measures must be in place prior to any 
clearing, grading, or construction. 
 
In the event that an unpermitted Stormwater discharge does occur off-site, it is a violation of 
Chapter 90.48 RCW, Water Pollution Control and is subject to enforcement action. 



Page 2 
Kyle Hendricks 
October 31, 2022 
 
 
Note:  If the project will result in more than one acre of soil disturbance, but less than 5 acres of 
soil disturbance, it may be possible to obtain an Erosivity Waiver. 
 
More information on the stormwater program may be found on Ecology's stormwater website at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/. Please submit an application or 
contact Lloyd Stevens Jr. at (509) 571-3866 or email lloyd.stevensjr@ecy.wa.gov, with 
questions about this permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tricia Sawyer on behalf of Lucila Cornejo, SEPA Coordinator 
Central Regional Office 
(509) 208-4590 
crosepacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov 
 
 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/
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