
Agenda 
City Council Workshop Meeting  
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
Richland City Hall ~ Council Chambers 
625 Swift Boulevard 

City Council Workshop - 6:00 p.m. 

Agenda Items:  

1. Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation Memorandum of Understanding & TRIDEC 
Shoreline Reconveyance Initiative Update
 Joe Schiessl, Deputy City Manager
 David Reeploeg, TRIDEC

2. Tri Cities Animal Shelter Update
 Jon Amundson, City Manager
 Zach Ratkai, City of Pasco

3. Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI) Project Update
 Clint Whitney, Energy Services Director

4. HOME-ARP (HOME Investment Partnerships American Rescue Plan Program) Presentation & Update
 Kerwin Jensen, Development Services Director

5. Corps of Engineers Yakima Delta Project Update
 Joe Schiessl, Deputy City Manager

Adjournment 

This meeting will be broadcast live on CityView Channel 192 on the City’s website and on the City's YouTube Channel. 

Richland City Hall is ADA accessible. Requests for sign interpreters, audio equipment, and/or other  
special services must be received 48 hours prior to the meeting by calling the City Clerk’s Office at 509-942-7389. 
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https://www.ci.richland.wa.us/departments/city-manager/communications-and-marketing-office/cityview/watch-cityview
https://www.youtube.com/user/RichlandCityView13


 
 

  

            
COUNCIL WORKSHOP COVERSHEET 

Council Date: 1/24/2023 Department: Deputy City Manager  

 

Core Focus Area 4 - Manage our Natural Resources  

Subject: 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation Memorandum of Understanding & TRIDEC Shoreline 
Reconveyance Initiative Update 

Summary: 
TRIDEC will join City Staff to discuss a regional shoreline property reconveyance effort including concepts of a 
memorandum of agreement with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. The United States 
Army Corps of Engineers owns significant property in the Tri-Cities. Most of the Corps' land is managed by local 
government for recreational purposes while other land is self-manged by the Corps for recreation and flood control.  

Attachments: 

 



 
 

  

            
COUNCIL WORKSHOP COVERSHEET 

Council Date: 1/24/2023 Department: City Manager  

 

Core Focus Area 2 - Manage & Maintain Infrastructure & Facilities; Core Focus Area 1 - Promote 
Financial Stability & Operational Effectiveness  

Subject: 
Tri Cities Animal Shelter Update 

Summary: 
The City of Pasco is the lead agency for a project to construct a replacement public animal shelter serving the Cities 
of Richland, Kennewick and Pasco. City of Pasco Administrative & Community Services Director Zach Ratkai will 
present a project update to Council.  

Attachments: 

 



 
 

  

            
COUNCIL WORKSHOP COVERSHEET 

Council Date: 1/24/2023 Department: Energy Services  

 

Core Focus Area 1 - Promote Financial Stability & Operational Effectiveness  

Subject: 
Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI) Project Update 

Summary: 
Staff will present an overview of the AMI project including status of the major project components including electric 
meter replacement, water meter replacement, automation, and billing.  

Attachments: 

 



 
 

  

            
COUNCIL WORKSHOP COVERSHEET 

Council Date: 1/24/2023 Department: Development Services  

 

Core Focus Area 3 - Increase Economic Vitality  

Subject: 
HOME-ARP (HOME Investment Partnerships American Rescue Plan Program) Presentation & Update 

Summary: 
The HOME Consortium received $2.4 million from Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to carry out the 
Federal American Rescue Plan in Kennewick, Richland and Pasco known as HOME-ARP.  Cloudburst was selected in 
May of 2022 to serve as the HOME Consortium consultant and began a public participation and planning effort in 
August, 2022.  A plan is expected to be submitted to HUD no later than March 31, 2023, and the funds are to be 
spent by September 30, 2030.  The process of creating the plan includes data collection, stakeholder consultations, 
community engagement, data analysis, and finally, activity selection.   
 
Fifteen percent (15%) of the available funds are set aside for administration and planning, leaving approximately 
$2,040,000 for projects targeting four qualifying populations: homeless, at-risk of homelessness, fleeing or attempting 
to flee violence, and other populations as defined by HUD. 
 
The following programs or services are eligible for funding: supportive services, non-congregate shelter, tenant-based 
rental assistance, affordable rental housing, non-profit operation, and non-profit capacity building.  It's expected that 
each Consortium member will request proposals from grantees (similar to the annual Community Development 
Block Grant Program cycle) and make funds available to qualified organizations. The Consortium may also choose to 
combine funds to support a large, regional capital project.  

Attachments: 
1. HOME ARP Presentation 

 



Tri-Cities HOME Consortium received $2.4 million to address the following:

• Homelessness

• At-risk of becoming homeless

• Fleeing or attempting to flee violence

• Other populations

o Cloudburst Consulting has been hired to assist with the HOME- ARP plan

Tri-Cities HOME Consortium

American Recovery Plan (HOME-ARP)

City Council Workshop Presentation



TIME FRAME OF HOME-ARP
➢ Contract with Cloudburst (consultants): April 2022

➢ Mobilization moved due to new hire: August 2022

➢ Initial data collection and analysis:  August – October 2022

➢ Stakeholder consultations and community engagement: October-November 2022

➢ Eligible activity selection and implementation planning: December 2022-February 2023

➢ Public comment period: February 16-March 6, 2023

➢ Present to City Council and Public Hearing: March 7, 2023

➢ Submit to HUD for approval: March 17, 2023 (deadline March 31, 2023)

➢ Implementation of projects: July 2023- September 30, 2030



FUNDING FLOW CHART

$5.5 Billion

Housing of Urban 
Development 
received funds 
from the Federal 
Government

$2.4 Million

Tri-Cities Home 
Consortium 
received funding 
from Housing and 
Urban 
Development

$360,000

Administration and 
Planning for Tri-
Cities Consortium

$2,040,000

Identified agencies 
to carry out the 
activities identified 
in the plan 



Overall Needs and Housing Trends



Major Trends in  
the Tri-Cities

Source:Benton-FranklinTrends&CensusData

Demographic Shifts
• Tri-Cities population has increased 19% in past 10 years. This rate  outpaces 

the state and national average.
• Since 2007, the Hispanic/Latino population has increased from  26% 

to 34%. Non-English in homes from 26% to 32%.

Housing – Lack of Affordable Housing
• Median home values increased 148% over 10 years.
• Median gross rent increased 40% over 10 years (pre-pandemic).

Income
• Median household income for homeowners has increased 25% over  the past 

10 years.

• Median household income for renters has increased 37% over  10

years.

• Cost of living has been increasing since 2015 and has been higher  than 

the national average since 2018.

Conclusions
• Tri-Cities is growing faster than most areas.
• Cost of housing is rising faster than incomes.

• Affordable housing opportunities are shrinking…A LOT



Benton-Franklin:Average AnnualHomeValues

Housing Costs Over
Time – Owners



Benton-Franklin: Average Monthly Rent

Housing Costs  
Over Time -

Renters



HousingAffordability inBenton& Franklin Counties



Housing Availability

Over the past 5 years,  

apartment vacancy rateshave  

remained between1-2%

• A vacancy rate under 5% is  

considered a tightmarket

• A vacancy rate under 3% is  

considered a severe shortage of  

rental housing



AREA MEDIAN INCOME FOR TRI-CITIES

(family of 4)



Housing challenges of  
extremely low-income  

people in Tri-Cities

(below 30% Area 
Median Income)

In the Tri-Cities…



Qualified Population:
Individuals  

Experiencing  
Homelessness



Use of Coordinated Entry Programs:

Benton & FranklinCounty



QP:
Individuals At Risk of

Homelessness



Homelessness Among School-Aged Children



Consultation Themes andFindings



Survey: Need for AffordableHousing

“For all very low to extremely low-income persons, regardless of  
whether they are in the four HOME-ARP groups, the lack of  

affordable housing opportunities in our community is jarring.
There just isn't enough affordable housing for individuals and families to rent.“

Lona Hammer, Kennewick Housing Authority



NEXT STEPS



 
 

  

            
COUNCIL WORKSHOP COVERSHEET 

Council Date: 1/24/2023 Department: Deputy City Manager  

 

Core Focus Area 2 - Manage & Maintain Infrastructure & Facilities; Core Focus Area 4 - Manage our 
Natural Resources; Core Focus Area 5 - Maximize Community Amenities  

Subject: 
Corps of Engineers Yakima Delta Project Update 

Summary: 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is pursing a project via their 1135 program to improve water 
quality in the mouth of the Yakima River. The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife is the "non-federal 
sponsor" of the project. Corps staff has notified City staff that the anticipated "tentatively selected plan" (TSP) for the 
project consists of the removal of the existing earthen causeway connecting the shoreline to Bateman Island. The 
project intends to improve water quality in the project area by re-routing a portion of the Yakima River around the 
south side of Bateman Island. 
 
The causeway was constructed by private parties in the 1940s for agricultural access onto the island and was not 
authorized. The feature is currently considered to be an illegal trespass of fill material on the State-owned riverbed. 
The City leases the shoreline and the island from the Corps as property included within a recreational lease. 
 
The City is responsible for management of the federal land including wildland fire suppression. The City operates a 
public boat launch and marina downstream of the causeway. Additionally, a private owner operates a private marina 
downstream of the causeway as a lessee of the City, Corps of Engineers, and State of Washington. Corps project 
leaders have notified City staff that public participation will begin soon along with initiation of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 
 
Staff will discuss the City's current understanding of the project and our opportunities for engagement.  

Attachments: 
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