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MINUTES 
RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
Tuesday, May 6, 2025 
Richland City Hall ~ Council Chambers 
625 Swift Boulevard 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City Council Regular Meeting - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Richardson called the Council meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Welcome and Roll Call 
 
Mayor Richardson welcomed those in the audience and expressed appreciation for their 
attendance. 
 
Attendance: Mayor Richardson    Present 

Mayor Pro Tem Kent    Present 
Councilmember Jones   Present 
Councilmember Lukson    Present 
Councilmember Maier    Present  
Councilmember VanDyke   Present 
Councilmember Whitten   Present 

 
Also present were City Manager Amundson, City Manager Schiessl, Assistant City 
Manager Florence, City Attorney Kintzley, Fire Chief Huntington, Chief of Police Pilcher, 
Energy Services Director Whitney, Finance Director Allen, Parks & Public Facilities 
Director Waite, Public Works Director D’Alessandro, and City Clerk Rogers. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilmember Whitten led the Council and audience in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
COUNCILMEMBER MAIER MOVED AND MAYOR PRO TEM KENT SECONDED THE 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PUBLISHED. MOTION CARRIED 7-0.  
 
Presentations 
 
1. United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission Presentation 
 
Jason Brodlowicz, Resident Inspector at Energy Northwest, and Christopher Highley, 
Senior Resident Inspector for Region IV of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), delivered a joint presentation on the NRC’s mission, oversight responsibilities, 
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and operational framework at the Columbia Generating Station. Mr. Highley also 
presented the 2024 Assessment Summary for the Columbia Generating Station, which 
included updates on inspection activities, regulatory assessments, enforcement actions, 
and reported violations. He noted that a focused inspection of the plant’s Safety 
Conscious Work Environment is scheduled for July 2025. 
 
Tricia Vossmar, Chief of Branch A within the NRC’s Region IV Division of Operating 
Reactor Safety, described her responsibilities for overseeing resident inspectors and 
ensuring impartial regulatory oversight at the Columbia Generating Station. She noted 
that the plant had previously been placed in column two of the NRC’s action matrix due 
to two (2) radiation protection issues categorized as “white” findings, indicating low to 
moderate safety significance. 
 
Following a comprehensive follow-up inspection, the NRC determined that corrective 
actions were satisfactory, and the plant was returned to column one, the highest 
performance category in April 2025. Ms. Vossmar emphasized the agency’s use of a risk-
informed approach in evaluating safety concerns and reiterated the NRC’s role as an 
independent regulator, committed to nuclear safety rather than advocacy. She concluded 
by affirming that the plant is currently operating safely and acknowledged the critical role 
of resident inspectors Chris Highley and Jason Brodlowicz. 
 
Detailed information can be found in the PowerPoint presentation included in the agenda 
packet. 
 
2. New Hires and Retirements 
 
A video featuring ten (10) new hires was played for the audience. 
 

• Zachary Arrasmith - IT Developer/Integrator, Information Technology Division 

• Dejie Bi - Accountant, Finance Department 

• Cindy Breda - Administrative Assistant, Information Technology 

• Cesar Espiritu - Truck Driver-Heavy, Solid Waste Division 

• Manny Garcia - Parks & Recreation Aid, Recreation Division 

• Antonio Jaimes - Civil Engineer II, Public Works Administration & Engineering 

• Scott Messenger - Landfill Operator/Transfer Station Attendant, Solid Waste 
Disposal Division 

• Carlos Portillo - Equipment Technician I, Equipment Maintenance Division 

• Dawson Vetter - Maintenance Craftworker I, Street Maintenance Division 

• Joshua Westbrook - Library Assistant, Library Division 
 
There were no retirements to recognize. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
City Clerk Rogers read the Public Hearing and Public Comments procedures. 
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3. Proposed Amendment to the 2025-2030 Six-Year Transportation Improvement 
Program for the Systemic Pedestrian Crossing Safety Improvements Project, 
Resolution No. 2025-71 

 
Mayor Richardson opened the public hearing at 6:19 p.m. and closed the public hearing 
at 6:20 p.m. No testimony was offered. 
 
4. Proposed General Obligation Bond Issuance to Finance Upgrades to the City's 

Municipal Solid Waste Facilities, Resolution No. 2025-72 
 
Mayor Richardson described the need to hold a public hearing in connection with 
Resolution No. 2025-72. She read a prepared statement, explaining that the public 
hearing was being held to comply with Section 147(f)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended, which requires a public hearing before issuing certain types of tax-
exempt bonds. She stated that the Richland City Council was acting as the applicable 
elected body for the jurisdiction, and that notice of the hearing had been published on the 
City’s website for no less than seven (7) days in advance of the hearing.  
 
The hearing also relates to Ordinance 2025-12, authorizing issuance of 2025 limited tax 
general obligation bonds in a principal amount not to exceed $8,500,000 to fund upgrades 
to the City’s municipal solid waste disposal facility located at the Horn Rapids Landfill. 
Mayor Richardson noted that written comments were invited via mail, email, or hand 
delivery at the meeting.  
 
City Clerk Rogers confirmed that no written comments were received.  
 
Mayor Richardson opened and closed the public hearing at 6:22 p.m. No testimony was 
offered. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Substantial public comment was received regarding a request for the mayor’s signature 
on a “Call to Action” letter generated by Benton County regarding the protection and 
preservation of girls sports. 
 
The speakers are categorized based on the public comment provided: 
 
The following speakers offered comments in support of the City signing the letter, citing 
Title IX protections for biological females, biological differences, and loss of privacy for 
biological girls: Richland residents Chris Merkling, Connie Muñoz, Ed Muñoz, Gina 
Richardson, Ken Spencer, Kyle Saltz, Pat Holten, Tina Gregory, Zachary Pike, and 
Kennewick resident Hayley Hoyt. Richland resident Donald Landsman provided both 
verbal and written comments for Council’s consideration. 
 
The following speakers offered comments in opposition to the City signing the letter, citing 
a lack of understanding of the issue, political motivations, and the impact the decision will 
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have on children: Richland residents Adam Shaffer, Cheyenne Brown, Chris (no last 
name provided), Diana McPhearson, Everett Flynn, Francine Pierre-Sage, Greg Beatty, 
Iris (no last name provided), Kendra Scott, Lindsay Lightner, Lilla Slatznic, Lucifer Estrios, 
Meghan Bromley, Obed (no last name provided), Pauline Schafer, Quinley Phillips, 
Randy (no last name provided), Tanya Beard, Tim Thornton, and Kennewick residents 
Eli West, Erin Martin, MM Moreau, Fiain Uir, and West Richland residents Fiain Uir and 
Kenzie Budge. At the end of her time, Ms. Beard provided written comments for Council’s 
consideration.  
 
Randy Slovic, a Richland resident, questioned Council’s process for revisiting failed 
decisions. 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
City Clerk Rogers read the Consent Calendar. 
 
Minutes 
 
5. Approval of the April 15, 2025 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes and the April 22, 

2025 City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 
 
Ordinances - First Reading 
 
None. 
 
Ordinances - Second Reading & Passage 
 
6. Ordinance No. 2025-10, Establishing and Dedicating a Portion of Dallas Road Right-

of-Way 
 
7. Ordinance No. 2025-11, Amending Richland Municipal Code Sections 11.30.020, 

11.40.020, 11.40.030 and 11.04.040 related to Entering and Parking on Designated 
Streets 

 
8. Ordinance No. 2025-12, Authorizing Issuance of 2025 Limited Tax General Obligation 

Bonds 
 
9. Ordinance No. 2025-13, Amending Chapter 9.12 of the Richland Municipal Code 

related to Miscellaneous Crimes 
 
10. Ordinance No. 2025-14, Repealing Chapter 5.15 of the Richland Municipal Code 

related to Teenage Dance Halls and Rollerskating Rinks 
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Resolutions - Adoption 
 
11. Resolution No. 2025-61, Authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Washington Energy, LLC for Future Provision of Electric Service 
 
12. Resolution No. 2025-62, Authorizing a Second Amendment to the Consultant 

Agreement with Efficiency Solutions, LLC for Energy Efficiency Consulting Services 
 
13. Resolution No. 2025-63, Authorizing Award of Bid to Palouse Power, LLC for the 2025 

Boring and Cable Replacement Project 
 
14. Resolution No. 2025-64, Authorizing a Consultant Agreement with PBS Engineering 

and Environmental LLC for Engineering Design Services related to the Duportail 
Street Improvements Project 

 
15. Resolution No. 2025-65, Authorizing a Sixth Amendment to the Consultant 

Agreement with Consor North America, Inc. (d/b/a Murraysmith, Inc.) for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Aeration Basin Retrofit Project 

 
16. Resolution No. 2025-66, Authorizing Award of Bid to VSS International, Inc. for the 

2025 Slurry Seal Project 
 
17. Resolution No. 2025-67, Authorizing Award of Bid to Doolittle Construction, LLC for 

the 2025 Microsurfacing Project 
 
18. Resolution No. 2025-68, Authorizing an Amendment to the Washington State 

Department of Transportation Grant Agreement for the Central Richland Active 
Transportation Improvements Project 

 
19. Resolution No. 2025-69, Authorizing a Consultant Agreement with Commonstreet 

Consulting, LLC for Right-of-Way Acquisition Services 
 
20. Resolution No. 2025-70, Authorizing a Second Amendment to the Professional 

Services Agreement with InfoSend, Inc. for Utility Bill Print and Mail Services 
 
Items - Approval 
 
21. Appointment to the Economic Development Committee: Logan Jackson 
 
Expenditures - Approval 
 
None.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN MOVED AND MAYOR PRO TEM KENT SECONDED 
THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PUBLISHED. THOSE IN 
FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM KENT, AND 
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COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE AND WHITTEN. THOSE 
OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
Items of Business 
 
22. Ordinance No. 2025-15, Authorizing a Concomitant Agreement in lieu of a Rezone 

affecting 9025 Center Parkway (Closed Record) 
 
Mayor Richardson identified the items that comprise the record for the purpose of the 
closed-record review hearing. The items of record include all documents that were 
presented to the Richland Hearing Examiner and accepted into evidence at or prior to the 
open-record public hearing on August 12, 2024, an October 22, 2024 memorandum from 
the applicant, City staff’s November 7, 2024 memorandum to the Hearing Examiner 
supporting the applicant’s October 22, 2024 updated proposal, and the Hearing 
Examiner’s February 13, 2025 written report and recommendations. All ordinances and 
comprehensive plans adopted by the City and applicable to the project are also of record. 
 
City Attorney Kintzley provided an overview of the closed record review hearing process 
and asked if any councilmembers had any potential conflicts of interest to disclose. No 
conflicts were disclosed. City Attorney Kintzley then asked the audience if anyone had 
any objection to any councilmember’s participation in the closed-record review hearing. 
No objections were raised. Finally, City Attorney Kintzley asked if anyone present had 
any objections based on jurisdictional grounds as required by the Richland Municipal 
Code. No objections were raised.  
 
City Clerk Rogers read the closed record review hearing procedures. 
 
Mayor Richardson opened the public hearing at 7:32 p.m.  
 
Planning Manager Stevens presented details on the proposed concomitant agreement 
for four (4) lots located at the intersection of Center Parkway and Steptoe Street in south 
Richland. He explained that development on the site has been challenging due to existing 
setback requirements under Neighborhood Retail Business (C-1) zoning. The applicant 
initially sought a rezone from C-1 to Retail Business (C-2) to take advantage of less 
restrictive setbacks. However, in response to concerns about commercial development 
near residential areas, the applicant and staff explored alternative solutions. 
 
The Richland Hearing Examiner, after the open-record public hearing, recommended that 
City Council had the authority to enter into an agreement that would allow for site-specific 
setback alterations in lieu of a rezone to C-2 zoning. The parties, developer and city staff, 
worked together to provide a proposed concomitant agreement that would bind the 
property owner to specific setbacks favorable to neighboring residential development 
while maintaining C-1 zoning. Planning Manager Stevens concluded by adding the 
proposal was in the City’s best interest, as it would shift development closer to the 
commercial frontage and away from adjacent residences.  
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Mayor Richardson invited the applicant to offer comments. Rick Simon, consultant 
representing property owner Tim Bush, expressed support for Ordinance No. 2025-15, 
stating it provided a feasible development solution for the constrained parcels while 
preserving neighborhood buffers.  
 
No other testimony was offered. Mayor Richardson closed the hearing at 7:44 p.m.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER JONES MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN SECONDED 
THE MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2025-15, AUTHORIZING A 
CONCOMITANT AGREEMENT IN LIEU OF A REZONE AFFECTING 9025 CENTER 
PARKWAY. THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM KENT, 
AND COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE, AND WHITTEN. 
THOSE OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
23. Resolution No. 2025-48, Authorizing a First Amendment to the Facility Use 

Agreement with American Cruise Lines, Inc. 
 
Parks & Public Facilities Director Waite presented Resolution No. 2025-48, which 
proposes to amend the existing facility use agreement with American Cruise Lines, Inc., 
to increase the number of optional five (5) year extensions from two (2) to four (4), subject 
to updated insurance requirements and a built-in rent escalator. 
 
Detailed information can be found in the PowerPoint presentation included in the agenda 
packet. Following the presentation, Council engaged in a question-and-answer session 
with staff. 
 
MAYOR PRO TEM KENT MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER JONES SECONDED THE 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2025-48, AUTHORIZING A FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE FACILITY USE AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN CRUISE 
LINES, INC. THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM KENT, 
AND COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE AND WHITTEN. 
THOSE OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
24. Resolution No. 2025-71, Amending the 2025-2030 Six-Year Transportation 

Improvement Program for the Systemic Pedestrian Crossing Safety Improvements 
Project 

 
Public Works Director D'Alessandro presented Resolution No. 2025-71, which proposes 
an amendment to the City’s 2025-2030 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to 
reinstate the Systemic Pedestrian Crossing Safety Improvement Project. He explained 
that the City originally received funding for this project in 2022 through the Washington 
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) City Safety Program. The project was 
added to the TIP in 2023 and carried into 2024, with construction expected the same year. 
However, since construction did not occur as scheduled, the project was omitted from the 
2025 TIP. 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: 9B010DF4-34ED-4844-AB64-4CE532309F31



 

Richland City Council Regular Meeting              Page 8 of 12                   May 6, 2025  

To proceed with the project and obligate the previously awarded funds, the City must 
amend the 2025-2030 TIP to re-add the project. 
 
Public Works Director D’Alessandro explained that the Systemic Pedestrian Crossing 
Safety Improvement Project includes various improvements such as rectangular rapid 
flashing beacons, signage, pavement markings, median refuge islands, and ADA curb 
ramps. These improvements are planned for multiple intersections. Funding for the 
project is already secured, and this amendment is purely administrative to satisfy 
WSDOT’s requirements. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER VANDYKE MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN 
SECONDED THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2025-71, AMENDING 
THE 2025-2030 SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR 
THE SYSTEMIC PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT. 
THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM KENT, AND 
COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE AND WHITTEN. THOSE 
OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
25. Resolution No. 2025-72, Proposed General Obligation Bond Issuance to Finance 

Upgrades to the City's Municipal Solid Waste Facilities 
 
Finance Director Allen presented Resolution No. 2025-72, explaining that the item 
pertains to the issuance of 2025 Limited Tax General Obligation Bonds to finance 
upgrades to the City’s solid waste facilities at the Horn Rapids Landfill, a project previously 
included in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Finance Director Allen clarified that 
Resolution No. 2025-72 involves a Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) 
hearing, an IRS requirement when issuing private activity bonds that are intended to be 
treated as tax-exempt. 
 
He also noted that while cities typically issue tax-exempt bonds for public projects, the 
City’s existing agreement with the landfill’s gas off-taker prevents the use of traditional 
tax-exempt financing. The TEFRA process, governed by IRS rules, permits these bonds 
to retain tax-exempt status despite private involvement, thereby enabling the City to 
secure more favorable interest rates. Finance Director Allen concluded by stating the 
bond issuance is anticipated to occur in late June 2025. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER LUKSON 
SECONDED THE MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2025-72, AUTHORIZING 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND ISSUANCE TO FINANCE UPGRADES TO THE 
CITY'S MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE FACILITIES. THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR 
RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM KENT, AND COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, 
LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE AND WHITTEN. THOSE OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0. 
 
26. Potential Council Correspondence 
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City Manager Amundson provided procedural guidance to Council regarding how to 
proceed with the correspondence items on the agenda. The first letter addressed involved 
a letter of support regarding the protection and preservation of girls sports.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER VANDYKE 
SECONDED THE MOTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR RICHARDSON TO SIGN THE 
GIRLS SPORTS LETTER ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND. 
 
Councilmembers engaged in an in-depth discussion regarding the Girls Sports letter, 
which advocates for the separation of biological males and females in organized sports. 
Councilmembers expressed a wide range of perspectives throughout the deliberation.   
 
Some councilmembers supported the letter, emphasizing the importance of preserving 
fairness and safety in girls’ athletics. They cited public opinion polls and shared concerns 
raised by constituents and school officials. Other councilmembers opposed the letter, 
questioning its relevance to municipal governance, the lack of related local incidents, and 
whether it was appropriate for City Council to weigh in on state or national issues. 
 
Several councilmembers noted that matters of athletic eligibility fall under the purview of 
organizations such as the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) and 
not the Richland City Council. 
 
After discussion concluded, Mayor Richardson called for a vote.  
 
THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON AND COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, 
VANDYKE AND WHITTEN. THOSE OPPOSED: MAYOR PRO TEM KENT AND 
COUNCILMEMBERS LUKSON AND MAIER. MOTION CARRIED 4-3. 
 
The next letter addressed concerned a letter in support of Theodore Garrish’s nomination 
to serve as the Department of Energy's assistant secretary for nuclear energy.  
 
Councilmember Maier voiced support for signing the letter, stating that it pertains directly 
to city business and the city’s future relationship with the energy industry. He viewed it as 
an appropriate example of correspondence in which the Richland City Council has a 
legitimate interest.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Kent also supported signing the letter, emphasizing the importance of 
securing effective representation for the City of Richland in matters related to the 
Department of Energy and federal activities in Washington, D.C. She concluded by saying 
Mr. Garrish is well-qualified to represent both Richland and the broader southeastern 
Washington region.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER WHITTEN MOVED AND COUNCILMEMBER VANDYKE 
SECONDED THE MOTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR RICHARDSON TO SIGN THE 
LETTER SUPPORTING THE APPOINTMENT OF THEODORE (TED) GARRISH TO 
SERVE AS THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY'S ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY. THOSE IN FAVOR: MAYOR RICHARDSON, MAYOR PRO TEM 
KENT, AND COUNCILMEMBERS JONES, LUKSON, MAIER, VANDYKE AND 
WHITTEN. THOSE OPPOSED: NONE. MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
Reports and Comments 
 

City Manager 
 
City Manager Amundson shared several upcoming events with Council. In recognition of 
National Public Works Week (May 18-24), the Public Works Department will offer guided 
tours of the City’s water and wastewater treatment plants for councilmembers. The tours 
will provide a behind-the-scenes look at the essential infrastructure that supports daily 
operations. Additional information and registration details will be sent from the City 
Manager’s Office via email. 
 
Next, he announced that Hanford Communities will host a community discussion on May 
14, 2025 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the Tri-Cities Visitor Center in Kennewick. The event, 
titled “What is Hanford Cleanup and Why Does It Matter Today?” will feature speakers 
from the Department of Ecology, Department of Energy, and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), who will provide updates on current and future cleanup efforts. 
Councilmembers interested in attending were encouraged to contact the City Manager’s 
Office to initiate the registration process. 
 
Lastly, City Manager Amundson invited councilmembers and the public to attend the 
grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newly renovated Howard Amon Park 
playground on May 16, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. City Manager Amundson noted that the 
improvements include a new shade structure that was funded in part by a donation from 
long-time resident Robert (Bob) Zinsli. 
 

City Council 
 
Councilmember Lukson expressed concerns about the City Council engaging in politically 
charged topics that fall outside its jurisdiction, and urged Council to focus on its core 
responsibilities as outlined in the City’s Strategic Plan and legislative priorities.  
 
Councilmember Maier concurred with Councilmember Lukson’s comments and added 
that Council’s decision to support signing of the Girls Sports letter did not result in any 
substantive outcome.  
 
He then highlighted findings from the recent community survey which showed a significant 
increase in the percentage of Richland residents utilizing public transit. He stated that he 
will present the data at an upcoming Ben Franklin Transit Board meeting. Lastly, 
Councilmember Maier suggested that Council consider eliminating street-side setbacks 
in areas where sidewalks and utility easements already exist, as they do not protect 
neighboring properties and lead to inefficient land use and development.  
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Councilmember Whitten acknowledged Councilmember Lukson’s concerns about the 
potential politicization of City Council actions and agreed that the Council should remain 
focused on matters within its jurisdiction. However, he disagreed with the assertion that 
the Girls Sports letter was entirely partisan, referencing national polling data which 
indicates bipartisan support for similar positions. He emphasized the importance of 
maintaining a focused and consistent approach to reviewing future letters of support and 
suggested that correspondence be limited to issues directly related to City priorities or 
within the Council’s influence.  
 
In conclusion, Councilmember Whitten echoed Councilmember Maier’s comments 
regarding easements and land use and expressed support for the approval of the 
concomitant agreement approved in Ordinance No. 2025-15. He stated that the approval 
represents a positive step toward implementing more favorable policies that will enable 
productive land use.  
 
Councilmember Jones expressed support for implementing a city policy to screen all 
letters requesting Council endorsement. She emphasized that advocacy efforts should 
align with the City’s responsibilities and reiterated the need for a clear policy to prevent 
similar situations from occurring in the future.  
 
Councilmember VanDyke thanked representatives from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission for their presentation and for ensuring community safety. He then reported 
on recent community engagement events, which included the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Richland Public Library’s All-Ages Outdoor Space and the Regional Advocacy 
Roundtable: Business & Law Enforcement Partnership on Crime Prevention, hosted by 
the Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce. Lastly, Councilmember VanDyke 
commended staff for assisting a resident who experienced a vehicle breakdown in the 
City Hall parking lot.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Kent expressed appreciation to the City and the Richland Fire 
Department for their continued commitment to public safety. She acknowledged the 
efforts of Richland firefighters who are pursuing paramedic certifications to better respond 
to the growing number of health-related emergency calls. She then reported attending the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Richland Public Library’s All-Ages Outdoor Space 
earlier in the day with Councilmember VanDyke and Mayor Richardson. She also 
encouraged citizens to attend the Howard Amon Playground ribbon-cutting and grand 
opening on May 16, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at Howard Amon Park.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Kent went on to reflect on the diverse perspectives represented on the 
Council which demonstrates Council’s varied backgrounds and shared commitment to 
representing the community. She then voiced support for the development of a formal 
policy for reviewing and approving letters requesting the mayor’s signature. She 
emphasized the importance of transparency and public input, especially when such 
correspondence generates significant community interest. She suggested that sponsors 
of future letters be prepared to address questions if the topic is placed on the agenda for 
Council consideration.  
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Finally, Mayor Pro Tem Kent concluded by thanking the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
representatives for their continued presence throughout the lengthy meeting. 

 
Mayor 

 
Mayor Richardson shared her experience participating in a staff-led initiative called 
Richland Cares, which involved litter clean-up along State Route 240. She described the 
event as a valuable opportunity to connect with city staff. She encouraged fellow 
councilmembers to participate in future Richland Cares events as a way to engage with 
staff and contribute to the community.  
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor Richardson adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 
APPROVED: 
 ATTEST: 
 
____________________________            _____________________________ 
Theresa Richardson, Mayor   Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: May 20, 2025 
 
DATE PUBLISHED: May 21, 2025 
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